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  HERSETH: RURAL AREAS WOULD SUFFER MORE FROM PRIVATIZATION  
  New Report Shows Rural America Depends on Social Security Nearly Twice as much as
Non-Rural Areas   
June 16, 2005, Washington, DC – Rural America depends on Social Security nearly twice as
much as non-rural areas, according to a new report released this week. U.S. Rep. Stephanie
Herseth, co-chair of the House Democratic Rural Working Group, joined with other leaders from
rural states to announce the results that highlight rural America’s higher percentage of senior
citizens, residents who depend on Social Security’s disability insurance, and elderly women
receiving Social Security compared to non-rural communities. 

Rep. Herseth said “All Americans should be wary of the effect privatization plans have on their
retirement security, but it is clear that rural America gets hit especially hard.  Rural Americans -
and particularly rural women - rely on Social Security as a significant and irreplaceable
foundation of their wellbeing and financial security.  We need to protect Social Security for all of
America, but especially for those who need it the most in rural America.”

The complete report can be found at:
http://www.ourfuture.org/docUploads/05.6.15_National_Rural.pdf 

Earlier this spring, Herseth held Town Hall meetings across the state of South Dakota, where
she heard virtually unanimous opposition to privatization. Herseth reported that South Dakotans
are highly skeptical of privatization because it would include a cut to guaranteed benefits and
would require massive borrowing on top of our already enormous national debt.

South Dakota has one of the highest numbers of people over 65 per capita - equal to 14.4% of
population, vs. 12.8 % nationally. And in 2003, almost 20% of our population received benefits
from Social Security. 

Herseth was joined at a press conference yesterday by leaders from rural states including U.S.
Senators Max Baucus (D-MT), Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) and Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and U.S.
Representatives Bob Etheridge (D-NC), Marion Berry (D-AR) and John Salazar (D-CO).
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